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Crffflnhoof (w horse doctor). 
Captain Spoff (of the Yeomanry), 
Mr, Puggs (a professional gentleman),*^ 
Dorothy (Grifflnhoofs daughter). 
Kilty. 



SHOCKING EVENTS. 



SCfStSfSf—' Jn apartment-^Door at the back — Doors 
the li{ft and right hand. — Tablet, chairs, etc. 

Kitty discovered looking out of window. 

Kit. I cannot be deceived — it must be — yes, it is 
— -what can have brought him to Dover, I wonder ! 'tis 
his figure, I am sure — just his fall in the back — and 
smart manner, (calling,) Mr. Puggs, Mr. Puggs ! he 
don't hear me— how provoking ! Dear, dear, now he's 
gaping at Punch and Judy' — silly fellow, why don't 
be look at me ! He mingles with the admiring crowd — 
ah ! I've lost sight of him. (coming forward,) I su- 
rely could not have been mistaken — it must have been 
Puggs ; he has come from London purposely to see me, 
and perhaps his natural timidity will not allow him to 
call — or may be he is engaged professionally here at 
Dower — what a splendid voic^ he has ^ I r^ly think 
without exception, he is the finest baas singer I ever 
heard, what a double 6 the little fellow has — where it 
comes from I can't divine — and as for his ^H^oU^" it's 
delicious! Well, now^ he has turned his attention to 
singing at public dinners — I hope he will soon make 
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Dor. Yes, Kitty^ and I think he lakes up his quar- 
ters in the kitchen a Httle too often I 

Kit, La miss — ^he only comes to play with the kit- 
tens.* 

Dor, Yon are aware that, in proper time, my firther 
intends him io he my hushand. 

Kit. Yes , miss ; and so he comes into the kitchen 
to get a little insight into domestic • economy before- 
hand. 

Dor, And learn how to scour the coppers, no doubt ; 
if he is so frequently taking such lessons , I must 
mention his studies to my father. 

Kit, How very impatient, master seems for the ar- 
rival of this dumb person I TMiy does he wish to see 
him so particularly? He has been running backwards 
and forwards to the coach -office every minute, and is 
so restless and so anxious you can*t think I 

Dor., Hush ! here he is. 

Enter Griffinhoof, /rom the back. 

Gri, He's not arrived yet ! What can liave detained 
him ? tlie coach has come in Tve asked all the pas- 
sengers if they were dumb, but couldn't get an answer 
firom any of tliem — so I don*t know whether he was 
among them or not; he's not hmroy is he? 

Dor, Not yet. papa. 

iSri, What can have detained him? there is only 
the new patent-safety anti-railway &st coach to come 
19 now ; if that don't break down , he must be hers 
in a few minutes. 

Dor, Yon seem to interest yourself very much about 
this young man? 

Gri, I do ; the poor youth is dumb, that speaks in 
his favour; besides he is the son of a deftr old friend. 
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When I ifvas at Danldik , twenty yean ago , hii l^^mt 
was my home ; since that time I haye not seen or 
heard of him till the other day— it appears by his letter 
to me , that his son has been residing in London , bat 
11 now hastening home to his parent , and he hat re- 
quested me to receive him at my bous e see him sa* 
fely on board the packet , and direct the captain to 
take care of him. Now I intend that he shall remain 
with me for a month or two , in return for the ho^i- 
talihr I once experienced from his father. 

JjQr, Ah, gratitude is a delightful virtue ! 

Gri, It is , Kitty ; and I will prove mine y by at- 
tempting to cure my friend's son — if I should succeed, 
what a triumph it will be for me ; now it will in- 
crease my practice as a veterinary- surgeon ! 

Kit, I should like to see you cure him f 

Gri* I have been absorbed in the idea night and 
day; my profession has confined me so entirely tc 
dtunb animals , that I have been enabled to make ob- 
servations, which no other medical practioner has had 
tlie opportunity to do. I almost made a horse speak 
the otner day. 

Xit. Lord, sir I 

Gri, I effected it by a shock , having to administei 
a draught to the animal , I approached him suddenly, 
when I offered the medicine, uttered a negative. 

Sit, Uttered a negative ! 

Gri. Yes , it gave a loud nei^h /* and I am nam 
convinced if a sudden emotion could have such an es- 
traordinary effect on a horse , what would similar ex- 
periments accomplish with a human being? 

JKit. It*s quite impossible to say, sir ! 

Gri. I have arranged the whole theory in my mind 
The voice is an instrument given to us by nature — i 
wind-instrument; for witliout breath we cannot ar 
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shogkilNG events. 7 

tiGulatey thtt^ clear. \ A flute or a fiagelet are wind- 
instniments ; Tntkout breath, tiiey are mute ; but blow 
'em^ fin 'em ivith a violent curren^t of air, tbey speak 
•>— diat'a dear. Now , the human frame' is a roecies of 
flagelet. If it be not filled with sufficient air, the organ 
aS sound is silent; and that, I feel convinced , is the 
cause of human dumbness ; — want of sufficient air to 
fill tlie tubes of tlie organ. 

Kit. Quite right , sir 5 can't play the organ without 
the bellows 1 

Fri. TTicre ! — do you hear? do you hear? The giri 
has unconsciously illustrated my theory. You're rights 
Kitty; you're right in your premises.* 

RiL Always shall be, I hope , sir. 

Grt. Now — now — how is the necessary current of 
air to be obtained ? 

Kit, Open all the doors and windows , and let the 
man stand in the draught. 

Gri» No — now you're wrong, Kitty — no; by sud- 
den emotions, violent shocks ! 

Kit. Dear me ! 

Gri. Tliey suddenly inflate the organs of speech 
with auxiliary gas*, and, as the shock subsides, the 
hnman frame naturally strives to express its feelings. 
Yon know tlie llsh-pond in my garden — 

Kit. Yes, sir) you have just had it dug' eight feet 
deep. 

Gri, Well, when the young man arrives , I will ask 
Lim to walk into the garden. I will engage his atten- 
tion nntil we arrive at the edge of tlie pond. I will 
direct his eyes to the gold and silver fish. Wliile he is 
absorbed, I will suddenly push him into the pond. 
He will naturally use every effort to call for help. 
Fright will assist y nature will fly to his aid , and if he 
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once cries ont, ^'Oli ! I tliall be drowned P* my cure 
will be complete. ' 

Dor, Suppose yon shouid dro^vn him. 

Gri. Then we can but look upon bim as a neces- 
sary victim, sacrificed at the slirine^^ of medical science. 
Now , away with you , and look out for the youth. Is 
his room ready? 

Kit, Yes 9 sir 3 he will sleep in the next apartment 
to you. 

Gri. Good ! In the middle of the night, I can dis- 
charge blunderbusses** close to his ear. 

Kit, Lord, sir! 

Gri, The shock may make him exclaim. ••Wliat's 
that*' — don't you see — don't you understand? now^ 
away with you, and leave me to my studies. 

[Dorothy goes off, Kitty at the back, 

I shall succeed, I have a presentiment of my cer^ 
tain success — tlien my fort ue is made — the lectures 
of Professor Griffinhoof will be listened to with ad- 
miration ill every town in (he united kingdom— al- 
ready I behold them in the public papers — already I 
hear the voices of my grateful patients, uttering their 
thanks to roe at provincial meetings**— then will the 
dream of my life be folfilled - admiration while living 
-<- a statue when dead. Wlial's tliat? a noise in the 
street, {looks of window,) Ah! the crowd pursuing 
a man — they cry, ''stop thief — he darts down an 
alley — they follow — ^now he appears again by another 
— bless me , he hat run into my house — who can 
it be? 

[Mr. Puggs runs on at the hack out of breathy 
and falls fainting in an arm-chair— Grit" 
liuhooi regards him with astonishment. 
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Gri, Mj dean sir —what is the matter? 

(Puggs makes s^ns , he is so out of breath he ean- 

not speak,) 

GrL He cah't speak 1 it is he — ^it is the son of my 
friend. Dorothy, my dear^ he is here— he is arrived. 
(knocking at the door.) 

Pug, {a^ide,) Who the deuce does he take for? 

Enter Dorothy. 

Gri, He is here, my love— he is arrived. 
Dor, What a very interesting creature ! what a 
pity he's dumb ? 

Gri, My dear hoy! {about to advance towards 
him.) 

[Puggs looks up astonished -is about to speaky 
when Captain SpofT enters at the back. 

Pug, (aside.) O, dear — here he is — not a word. 
Spo. (in a rage.) An insolent scoundrel ! 
Gri. What is the matter, nephew? 

Spo. Matter! a most atrocious, and never to be too 
much abused villain. 

(mH. Be cool, Mr. Spoif— what is the matter? 

Spo. You shall hear. I was about to dismount 
from my horse— rsome ladies were admiring my equest- 
rian evolutions-— when suddenly my horse threw me 
over his head —just as I had so dismounted, I managed 
by an extraordinary effort to descend without hurting 
mytfjf — a fellow uttered a loud laugh — I advanced to 
punish him— he called me by i^ ridiculous epithet , in 
a most remA'kably deep-toned voice — and dashed 
between my legs. I again found myself prostrate** on 
the earth. Boiling with rage I called out, ''stop thieP* 
— the mob chased the scoundrel from street to street 
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he eluded pursuit — and-^{sBettig Puggs.) By heftreiu, 
here he is ! 

Gri, My dear nephew \-^he call you by a ridicnloui 
epithet ! and in a deep-toned voice — impostiUe ( 

Dor» He is dumb, cousin I 

Crri. The son of my old friend. 

Dor, Certainly. 

Pug. (aside,) Oho! Fm dumb, am I? — weU, I 
will be so. 

Dor, Are you ndt , sir? You can*t speak, can you^ 
sir? 

[Puggs points to his mouth J and shmkes his 
head. 

Gri. I knew 1 was right — it is he— the instrameDt 
of my future fame! {crosses to Pnggs.) I'm glad to 
sec you, my dear boy — glad lo see you. 

Spo. I never beheld such a resemblance, in all my 
days! 

Gri. You could not liave heard him speak, when 
he tells you as plain as he can, that he can't. Dorodiy, 
take your cousin away , and leave me alone with my 
young friend. 

Spo. I could not have been so mistaken. Let me 
bat once hear his voice , and then I shall be ontain. 
Let him but speak, and PIl cut his throat! 

Gri. You were bewildered by yonr sommerset,** 
and incapable of identification. 

Spo. I'll keep an eye on this fellow. 

Gri, Now, go. Take him away , Dorothy ; — play 
him the Battle of Prague on the pianoforte , to com* 
pose him. * 

Spo, Never conid have made nich a mistake I 
(Griffinhof ;9ti#Ae« Dorothy atut Spofifi^^.) 

Gri. Go— Qol 
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JHig. {aUde,) Luckily, he will bave it I'm dumb — 
and the horseman ivill cut my throat if I speak 1 Then 
I mnst and will be dumb , till I see Kitty. — To think 
that a bass singer 1 — a professional gentleman J — 
(Griffinhoof €dvance$ on tiptoe^ and hoUas in Pagg*t 
ear.) 

Grt. Booh ! (Puggs starts.) 

Grt. (watching him.) No — he don*t speak! — the 
shock was not violent enough. Before 1 discharge a 
blunderbuss, PU try the effect of a pistol. 

Pug. (aside.) Try the effect of a pistol ! What does 
he mean? 

Gri. How can I express to him that 1 am glad to 
see him ? (makes sigtis with his fingers to Puggs.) 
He don't understand me. I don't spell my words cor- 
rectly, I suppose. Perhaps he may not be deaf. ^ Happy 
to see you , my dear boy — glad to hear 3rour father's 
well, (PuggA draws back.) Don't be alarmed — the 
kindest attention shall be paid io you — nothing but 
the gentlest' treatment awaits you. I wish you, by signs 
to reply to my questions. Ah ! your father and I were 
old friends : though , to use a yeterinary phrase , you 
were foaled" since I last had the pleasure of seeing 
him. Now, answer me , if you've hefu-d what I have 
bees saying. 

(Puggs makes signs that he can*t speak.) 

Gri. J know — I understand you ; the study of my 
life has been dumb animals , and I shall comprehend 
you — were you bom with this lapsis linguae r* I beg 
your pardon, of course you canH know Latin T 

Pug. (nois his head.) (aside.) I should think so ; 
Pve suDg the bau of non nobis Dominoe§9 often 
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Gri. Wcmderfiil, a tchoUr I'' knows Lfttm i ftjlW j 
kiiowle<lge of a dead language. 

[GriGEngboof hokt at h^ a mamemt^^ 
kit kumdi iMffor^ Atm, then Muddm ijy — eWMi I 
Young man! How long is it since 9 yonloSttfaeMeifj 
your speech ? ~ • 

(Pnggs makes s^x, s^ee he toas a hfjf*') . . 
' Gri, Obi he hears me it seems;. now 1 slii]ll»i 
able to get on. I understand you ; lost yobr 
when you were small. Can you remember any 
of that period ? 

Pug. {aside.) FU tell him I recollect beilig bmtdh 
ed.'* \make9 signs qf being breeched.) " - 

Gri, Can't comprehend him. (GrifBnghoof r /f tth 
j^ii#.) Something about pulling.on bis boots, 
(Pnggs shakes his head, then indieatee spiim^iofii) 

Gri, Ha! ha! hal that I understand^ hp rocqlMi 
Peg in the rings—- since you have been away fimm yW 
father, of course yon have met with a fidendt * 

(Puggs noiif.) 

Gri. In London T 

(Puggs Roeis.) 
Gri. One of your own countrymen , or a oockneyl 
(Puggs imitates a dog^ running* wagging hie tmtte^ 

Bow, wow, 
Gri. Poor fellow! his friend was his dog. '^Hm)' 
followed you ? 

(Puggs indieates that he has lost him — wkis' 
hoks about -^shakes his head^ and /ails in e 

weeing.) 
Gri. Lost him? 

(Pugg nods.) 
Gri. How well I comprehend him! By w 
cident or cause did the functions of your vocal 
become suspended? 
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(Piiggt.#0i0Mw kotker^d.) 

Gri» In plain words, how did yon lose yoar smcli? 
' (Pttgss in^e9t9s a pvgiHitit^^ encounter^ 
Gri. Ftgliting--eh ? 

(Puggs notfi.) 

Gfi^ ReceiTod a bloiv — 

(Puggs nods.) 

^hri. Whdre? 

itfgt gHfes GriffiDfaoof a tremmidims blow in the 

stomach,') 
Gri. Oh ! there, eh I hless me ; that's the waj jou 
It your voice ; no wonder it has almost deprived' me 
mine — his gestums ar§ very striking! 

Bntsr Doroiky, 

Par. Well, papa, do you understand him ? 

Gn. Better tnan if he spoke. 

Dor. Then why attempt to cure him? 

Gri. For the aavancement of science, my dear ! 

Dor. I wonder ^ / can understand him?^ 

Gri. Ask him to sit down, while t consider a gentle 

lock ; I must arrive at violence hy degrees. 

Dar^ Are you fatigued ? 

(Puggs no^b.) 

Dnr. That mea&s yes 5 how intelligent he ill — 

aj ait down. 

[Shs draws a ekairjbr kirn ; he thanks hsr,^^ 
GrifiSnhoof ereops on other side — suddmUy 
pulls it from, under hM^ and hs/Ms, 

Pug.) . 

Gri. That isn't violent- qnongh— ah , silly girl^you 

ive spoilt the effect. Why did you ciy out and mingle 
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the sounds ? You Lave ruined the experiment* Itho 
I heard him utter an expression. 

Dor, Merely a plaintive cry , and no wonder, 
creature ! 

Pug, (aside.) What has he done that for^? 

Gri. Gentle shocks are useless — rise, my dear fri 
{assisting him to rise.) Rise — this is nothing to i 
you must su£fer shortly. • 

Pug. (aside.) He had better not do that again. 

Gri. He looks angry; I must soothe him a 1 
now. Kitty! (calling.) 

Pug, (aside.) He calls Kitty ! she will discove: 
perhaps; 

Enler Kitty. 

Kit. (astonished.) Oh! dear, bless me— (a^i 
why it's Puggs ! 

(Puggs winks at her^ puis his finger to his moi 

Gri. Why— eh — what's the matter? 

Dor. What's the matter, Kitty? 

Kit, I — I wasn't aware that a stranger was he 
and when — when I see one — ^I*m always so shy. 

Dor. 'Tis the young man that we expect! 

Gri, The dumb youth — 

Kit. Eh! — duinb youth, (concealing a lau, 
Oh^ my gracious ! 

Gri. Don't laugh, Kitty , you don't know what 
may come to be — and then I may have to shock 
— (Puggs winks at Kitty — GrifBnhoof «ee« it.) — ^Hi 
hollo ! he*s winking his eye at my maid. Sir — 
Puggs.) I'm accountable to your father for your n 
conduct, and I cannot allow any telegraphic dispat 
with my female domestic— no winking here. — 

Kit. Winking, sir — perhaps the gentleman only 
something in his eye. 
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'■IhL TImii I dtttra he'U extmct it Inmiel^ without 
■kftinre. Go, and prepare liim some reiiedunent 
yon bioakfitttod? 

(Pugg shakes Ms dsad,) 
MH. Hal ImiI that means no^^htm well I onder- 

Gri. Ncnr I want some bne to go— (eiilsf* Spoff.) 
il joo can gOy nephew, 
'm. WbeieT 

*^vri* To the eaptain of the Dnnkirk steamer, with 
letter to the youth's fitther, explaining my wish to 
tfie boy ^ here —-Dorothy will accompany you. 
leiier to S^ff.) 

SfO. (io Dorothy^) Are you susceptible of a pro- 

ide? 
D&r, I shall be delighted. 

fcAcccfit my arm — * 

. Is there not an interesting je ne sais quoi 
^about tfie youth? 

SfO. Fto not yet arrived At any conclusion respect- 
ing him— execyt that he strongly resembles, the in- 
iBridnal that made a colossus of me. 
Dor* Oh! no— impossible ! 
iSjpo. He is very like— very like, indeed. 
I [ExU with Dorothy. 

Gri. {haoing kept his eyesjtxed on Foggs.) There 
; il aa mtellignice in his countenance that indicates 
gnat Tolnbility , were the antivocal obstacles removed 
-'•^lirienoo akme can do that — ^while he is getting his 
kaaUast, I will prepare wy great shock— ten he mtwt 
—he will not be able to help expressing his agony— ' 
and in words too — it will almost take his leg c^— but 
▼ioleat diseases re^re violent remedies. 

[Bspit hokimg at Foggs. 
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Fug, That old fellow frightens me-^what doec he 
mean by taking me leg off? 

Kit. {listening.) Hush ! all's safe-^master haa gone 
into the garden , young missus , and the captain , have 
gone to ^e packet , and now we can talk without fear 
of inteniiptioQ. My dear Puggs , how glad I am to see 
you— caught a glimpse*' of you this moming^-knew it 
was you ~ now, tell me the meaning of all tliis? 

Pug. Oh, Kitty I that's the very question I was 
going to ask you — but before we say any thing more, 
pray, allow me just to let twenty or thirty words rush 
out of my mouth, for my tongue is quite cramped^ 
with long silence. How dy'e do? — how have you neen 
this last half year?— so glad to see you — can't think— 
been waiting about the house some hours to get a 
word with you. Bless me , how well you look — I'm 
very well — only half starved-— how d'ye like your place ? 
how's uncle? — and aint you surprised to see me? — 
there — oh^ what a relief that has been to my poor 
tongue — now give me a kiss , and that will be a relief 
to my lips, (kisses her.) There. 

Kit. How familiar it does seem to have a kiss from 
an old friend — saw yon this morning from the window 
— knew you by the fall in your back. 

Pug. But you won't know me — for ■ tlie fall in my 
stomach, if you don't soon get me something to eaL 

Rii, I will, in a minute— how came you here— and 
into this house? 

Pug, I laughed at a man who would tiy a now 
way of getting off a hone— he was oflended— 1 knocked 
him down— he cried, "Stop thieP*— of course, / ran— 
every body after me — got away — your door open- 
darted in— your master saw me — told me I was dumb 
^and he was glad to see me. 
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e. Ha ! lia I hal well, tiie best thing yon can do 
Id continue speechless — don't utter a word on your 
-Fll explain why — by and by — if yon do yon^ll 
blL taken care of. 

if. Shall I? then Pll never open my mouth again, 
< to put something into it. 

fi Well, and have you come Crom Tiondon on 
Me to see me? 

If, Almost — I tVas brou^t down to sing at a 
c dinner, yesterday— ^ you know Vm the bass — got 
a double G note— get do^yn so lOw I can haraly 
ny way up again-. 

f • I know ; it has oflen made my hair stand on end. 

f. Just the thing, tliought I— combine bnsinesa 
pleasure — see Kitty, and tell her how Vm getting 
'to quite done with harmonic meetings , that was 
-dinners are respectable. 

K I should thintc so. 

g. Yet, my trip*' here has been an unlucky one. 
^ Unlucky! 

g. There are two clubs in this town, 'HThe Fhi- 

r^c Bufialos,"** and <The Noble Nondes- 

nn I ^1^ brought down to sing at tlie BuRalos. 

f. Sing at the Bufialos ! 

g. Yes — a cluuitable affiur — give away worsted 
ings to poor people with wooden legs. 

P. Very praiseworthy object. 
•g. Well, some of the Nondescripts^ who hate tlie 
MS , managed to get into the room , and cough 
. tlbe chairman's speech, llie cry was, <<Tnm'em 
* I liad been hem-ming to clear my voice pre- 
to my giving *em <^The Blood -red Bandit's 
," and they virould have it I was a Nondescript, 
f . How insulting ! 

2 
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Pyg. My friend, iJie tenor, nha bronglit me Jaiti 
— R tall , iMt man , ivitk a noaU voice, — trieil to HE 

Elain wbo I was) but, at lie coUld only ipeak intf 
cy itiQt liD sang ia, iiobudy liCHid liim , ud I *N 
c«rrietl out of the room by tno w^len, who baagp 
the iIooT ia my t*ACe. So I luEt my Iwo guiiwai^M 
Lave Ecarcdy had any tiling lo eat aiuce yeiteiday. ^ 
Sit. Tlien 111 go and g.jl-your bieakfasi. " ^ 

Pvg'. Do 1 tbeie's a dust 1 Oqb word, — wLst U tf' 
cHnie of your master's tirenge conduct to me ? Ii itt( 
leiuU of a playful dispo&illon ? ^ 

ffi(. HalLal-yes! 
leap - frog" ivilli you , _ 
Puggs, and voii are sure to be ivfll treated. (oluA 
I won't let liim into tlie secret yet, or Le may A 
cowBrd, and ao. Now, Pnggi, don't forgpt tlial youfi 
dumb. I'll makeliasle williyourbrf&lifast; «o sildon 
imd hold your tangue. [SiSi 

Pug. Well, I've seen Kilty, and that's Bome cow 
lalion for losing my two giiioeas. Very odd , in 11^ 
after watching the house so Ion j;, nud being afrai^ 
knock and ask for Kitty, in case I should get I^er a 
Irpable, (for ihe wrote lo trll me thai nH.followH 
were allowed,) that I (hould lie bunted inlo i^fl 
received by her master, in the most afrertiooale rap 
ner. He plays St leap-frog , does he? Hon dcGgUB 
it ii to coulemptale a yoolhrul heart in bo old ttoifi 

Xv-*i€iT Itrtif] M altrm. . - '*' 

Kit. Oh , mty gradoui 'Vngg*^ ami m ^kwtja 
koUile,lH . .1 ■.■ i "!i. 

i>nf. Wkafitki matter? ■■•■ '<■■■ 

Kit. Tbn ital Dummy hu mini. ■: '' " 
Pug. What do yoH meau ? 



iSM-. We exptcted a ihimb gentleman. You have 
bean taken for inm. ' - 

JPicr. Ahd now 6e -Iias^ arrited , give me mr break- 

JC/f. You are safe for a q[uarter of an hour, fori 
ftars locked him up in my room. Now ^ go into* the 
parlonr ; your breakfast is waiting. 

Pug. Whidi way? 

Kit. ThatTmj. Fallow nose. 

^g^ Eggf andhaknl /4inell tbem, AH sight t My 
nose will indeed direct my steps. Wait a moment— 
(crosses to the right hand door where Orifliulioof 
W9ml Qjf ond calls through the keyhole,) Stupid old 
medical adviser to fourfooted animals. 

Mii. What are you about? 

PufT' Oldiaoll 

M(^, Gracioua I he will hear you, 

Ptrg, Then bell think it's you, because I'm dumb, 
Now, for break^t. (rujts off,} 

Griftahoof suddenly eniers, 

Gri. TMio's that?— Who's that abusing me? Me- 
dical adviser to ibur-footed animals!— and, old fool ! 
It must have been you,. How dare you make use of 
such epithets to me ? 

Kit. Nevar said- a word, sir. 

Gri, Must have been you. ■ There are no other 
persons in tlie house , now , that can talk , but you ; 
and it must have been you. 

Kit, Called you an old fool! Lord! tir, it wasnU 
me. It was you talking to yourself, 

Gri, No. Fm noverpenonal in my lemaiki, whoever 
may be the object. Silence! Where's the young man? 



^0 SHOCKING BVEflTS. 

Kit. At breakfeit, sir, in the parlour. Oh, dear! 
I had quite forgot. Here is a letter Sot you,, air; the 
postman left it five minutes ago. I have bean in aoch 
a hustle , that I did not think of it. (gioet tinffinhoof 
a letter,) 

Gri. Go , and buj me half a pound of the best 
gunpowder.** 

Kit. Tea, sir?— five-shilling black? 
Gri. No, no, — exploding gunpowder. 

Kit. {oiide.) What can he be going to do with 
thMtf 

Gri. Be quick. I want it immediatelj. 

Kit. Ye», sir. (a$ide,) What ernn he be going to do 
with thatl 

[Exit Kitty. 

Gri. One single shock I have thought of, that can i 
do no harm if it does no good. ' Close to the tteel- 
trap** I have placed a spring-gun.*' I of course avoided * 
loading it with ball — for the sudden passing of a cir- 
nilar leaden weight through a vital part of the human 
frame , may render the patient incurably dumb — - at 
tlie very moment tliat liis leg is seized by tlie steel- 
trap the spring -gun will go off; and if fAaf shock is 
not violent enough , I must have recourse to another. 
(opening letter ^ and reading in astonishment.) 
Heaveufll — Can I believe my eyes?— -Bless me! 

[He fails into a chair. Captain SpofTanrf Do- 
rothy enter. 

Dor. Wliat is the matter? 

Spo. Uncle ! — why this indication of astonishment? 

Gri. I am astonished ! — galvanized I Do I read cor- 
reclly ? (reading.) '^Thc dumb person, who is at y<inr 
house for tlie purpose of going to Dunkirk, is not what 
bhe sccnu.'* 
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SHOCKING; BVBNTS. tl 

Spo. Not wbat she seema 1 

GrL *Ht it but rig^t tbat you should know that, 
that person it a woman — her father, for reasons that 
he will one day explain, has coropelled her to assume 
male attire^ for some years'*— bless me, 'a female! 
all my shocks have been too violent-^it is a wonder I 
have not killed the delicate creature. 

Dor. Finish the letter, there is more. 

GrL {reading,) **She is my wi^e—and though she 
is dumb , we unfortunately one day had words — she 
resoWed to return to her father , and in the same attire 
in which she quitted him— as to our quarrel — I have 
discovered , that I have been in the wrong — and will 
shortly arrive at yonr house to claim her ; therefore I 
request yon will detain her till my arrival. 

•'Your obedient servant, 

"John Perkins." 

Dor. A woman! I thought there was something 
TCiy interesting in the face, 

Spo. A woman ! how extraordinary I did not dis- 
cover tiie fact ! a married woman, too ! Egad I'U make 
myself agreeable. 

Gri. (absorbed.) Imfght try the fish f»09i£f— there 
is no ingredient so simple as water. The gun and the 
trap may be toa violent for a iemale— but a sudden 
imnienion*^ can do no harm. 

(Puggs suddenly eiUers, eating an egg — thevali 
survey him from head to foot. Griifinhoof 
beckons to Puggs, who advances towards him ; 
Griffinhoof smiles graciously. 

Gri. My dear Mrs. Perkins! (Puggs looks asto* 
nished.) 

Gri. Ah, you may look astonished, my dear madam 
— you have had words with your husband? Aha! 
yoa*re discovered, Mrs. Perkins. 
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A^o. Decidedly a female. 

Ikir, 8be aeemt peifectiy at liomd in her drett. 

Gri. Worn St for yean yon know. Now, Mn. P.| 
let me beg of yon to qnit theM mascnllne vestuMntt,** 
and put on apparel more stritable to yonr sex, (Pbgp 
look$ alarmed and retreats,) 

' Pug. , (aside.) It is a private mad-house** >- and that 
old fellow, is one of the lunatics.** I'll run for it, 

[ffe is about to run of^ token GrifBnhoof 

eatehes Jum ly the skirt qfkis eoat^ and 

brings him back. 

Grim You don't stir Mrs, Peikins — yonr husband 
has placed you in my charge-*— and I. shall still per- 
seyere in my.ezperiments>— he will I am sure be grate- 
ful when he hears yon ezpreM your anger in words in- 
stead of actions, (aside.) I must now try other shocks, 
as my patient is a female ~> mice — spiders — daddy 
longlegs*' may be useful. Dorothy, my dear, {apart to 
Dorothy.) go to Kitty's room — in the closet there, 
you will find a horse's head-* bring it to me privately. 
[Dorothy goes out at tke back. — Spoff is 
pa^fiig great attention to Fuggs, wko tries 
to avoid. k4m, 

Gri. (to tke Captain.) Nephew, ttmise the poor 
thing while I prepare an experiment ; our shock I'll 
try immediately (boekoming to Pu]^, wko orosses to 
hifii.) Pray, excuse my prerions violence, I dare say 

riu wonder what it may mean ; but don't be alarmed, 
have every confldenee in my theory—- good b'ye for 
the present , Mn. Feikins. Pll make a happy woman 
of you — restore your organ of speech for youj then 
when yon again quarrel with yonr husband , you may 
have what idl Indict like — tlie hiit word — cb ! Mrs. 
Perkins? [B»it 



'i good booMBr. iiQh^.Km Iffti^Me with the 



-9,lMfn\m0M.i» inaniMf i i».)9tikM very 

ft ..1,...-. i-.-L ■!-■■ . -\..:. -v.- 

'-"M^A ynoM W -JDpiMy.'hDd'* WMItUMy Ran 

''^i/i't^mg etuOr.i Sit Arpra, Jembnt. 

Ag.iaa'rf*.) Jemima? 

5^0. Don't be ailoiineil — Iftm ^perfn^tgealleiiiaD; 
■nd as iiich, ~ and an oHicer bwidw, oTcfoiwilLnow 
how to tipal a lady I 

Pug, ^atide.) A lady < be's imtioiul^ iDiuq. 

5;io. Do yQu love four brute i>f ■ hfuh^nd,? ; 

Piig. (atide.) It's best to hunow^theM people. . 
(Foggi lAoAsi bit hitad.) 

Sp». PrtBkiM,,. thM'> U take ap yonc quam). 



-'.-^•b'Simaif aidMr.altiai'7<M.? 
'- j(Hn4A«lfc.)'1lf*aidMr •tNJI-alunifvv.hiams- 
noit— I wiih I h«d « carring-knile"— what ri>aU I 
<ki7 Itm IriglUCietf, Aa^ it^ s bad tyug to iliow 
has Mlfcew ^r n Mtiuui.-^'U. liiimai Uin nutil [ 

Spo. Behold me at yoorfc e t' • 
Atf.')(fjf4sO U^i t*M« oouad ialnttt ■n^tl'^t 
iMwdepdmUmof hit with' ' ; ' 



a eAufi*. • 

A?o. Whatts that? . . ? * ' • ^^'J 

not A word-^ that boght to hm bad ab ^^BfcdjEi Wt 
she 18 alarmed and astonished. I s^e the caiwi'ojtw 
failure. (t6 thi CtLpiaatr.y Yon Were cm ybor Ici^et, 
sir; it shocked her — and heing i^l oj^oute ciMiielo 
mine, nenlralized idie eflfect of both. '■■■"•• 

Knttr Kitty, im oiarwh a< th9 bmk, . . 

KU, GEBciouft! vrho*8 firing gnnt 7 I've let thfwbjplp 
tray oif tea-things fidl. -, .^ ..^t 

GrL Silence' l.ikm't intefnipt-r-I'm waitin|( fiw tibe 

effect—she looks ^fviklly ^ I perceive iBteinal spai^s,^ 

*tis nature stmgglingio express itself, hoshl lutiaht no 

noise i : ■• 

[Tk^ -ail look intently at Puggs, who «dP- . 

presses great .alarm at their loolte; A» 

jumps vp f and is about to run off, total 

Griffmhoof seizes. Mm by the arm, and 

drags him baek again. 



to 



Gri. No, no; jon mast not escape; I sliall be sorry 
use coercion/* but I hove eveVy faith in my.tlieoty, 



sd^ 4ecr Mn. ¥,{f^Mk^ ^^* ^rm wUklm kb 



( y 



Alf, (f^ ^ PaggsO He's gimt|^ to drown yira. 

i^por; Ton SM niy jproteetioir i| iinpIorBl). ftndliiitrtf 
obsenre, that your treatment f^ tbiB gthfde t^atmeh 
too Tiimt'*-W/ wcH'M •'lK»MyilNrti6raImiban 
cMlnttt^-ibo'violentL' •:•: 

'■• €ri: Hbw^ar^ yon ^tferfer^'ifrltb iiljr ISb^totj-^f^ 
me my patient ! 

Spo. Yonr patient is nncje^ my protection. 

Wi. Yonrs ! give iMrld my ^nlre, sir. 




»«Msef M right mrm, 
IrTt*. Release your hold. 
Am>. IJever! 

Qrt. VXL' knodt ymi dinVii. ByBne^halufit'ril 
knock yon down. 

•ifSfy. They^ hurt hiih-^they^ nun hisToice^fot 
ever 

[GriiBnhoof mr^g^, aim9 •■ Umo 4if Spoif 
' wkM i$ feeHvd ty Pnggi tin Mst l on igg ^ 
i*tf^. {aimidy mtdwUk on effort*) Oh! ynnold 
fool! 

[Spoffxtoi^faiiiaMcf, Kilty «/«f|>« ]|in>Atfir<fs 
<R despiUr, 
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Gri. (daneing with MighU) Ah! ah I didyoo 
hear ? did you hear i she speaks 1 huaza I she speak* I 
The care is complete -—the Yoice hat beta leatored 
hy the same cause by vvhich it was lost, A diacofciy 
io science I my fbrtune's made^— 'tis doao>^*tis done I 
Dorothy, (eaiiing^) Oh ! let me hear you once again I 
— {to Puggs ) Another word — try — try — you can— 
1 know you can — trj 1 

Pug, (im a low V0iee , «« GriiBnhoof Httem to 
wery word with ecstasy,) Yes, I cam, I do speak. 
I feel that I again have a perfect use of my oigan. Ijet 
me go and phiy upon it. 

Gri. Wonderful ! wonderful I What a deep-toned 
voice it is I rather too powerful for a female. JBot Fll 
bring it to a right note. Diet — diet must now be em- 
ployed — vinegar and vegetables. 

Sut€r Dorothy. 

My child , I have triumphed — I shall have a fortnne 
to give you at last. 

Dor. There's some mistake. What do yoo think 
I have found? 

Gri. What? 

Dor. A young man~-on going to Kitt/is room for 
your head. , 

Pug. (aside.) Going for his head ? Slu^s ciacked. 
Gri. WeU! 

DoTm I found the door lodced^-I heard a noise — 
tried tlie key of anotlier door. It fitted the lock, and, 
in Kitty's room^ I discovered a young man. 

Gri. Oh, Kitty ! 

Spo. Oh, Kitty I 

Pug. Oh, Kitty ! 



SHOGRING KVBNTB. %7 

M. Sbt c^ #^ ''Oh) Kitt/i'^ dear sonl. WeU^ 

Jhr. Qvtite ditml>. 

Gri, BieM me, another patient? (Puggs ttetUt^ut 
attkebaek.) 

D&r* And^^iM well as I coulsl ondentand iiis.gfatu- 
itt> lie it tbe peiaon that wehaTe expected. 

Qri, Hien, wbo it the iadfvidual that I hare dkued ? 

Kit, {faUmg Oft Am- knees.) Oli, tirl &t^ve a 
wtetched cseatnra — • I'll conf^s all. The person that 
jon have to completely cured, it my intended husband. 
When he fell in love with me, he woe dumb^ for he 
hadn't a word to tay for himtelf. I knew that yon 
could aettore hit tpeech. Circumttancei enabled me 
to patt him off for the perton that you expected. And, 
in regard for my master't ftune, I didn^t mind exposing 
my lover to the effects of your experiments. They havo 
tnooeeded , tir^-Jiit organ it restored— jfowr fortune it 
made, and I shall be a happy woman after all. 

Gri. You shall, Kitty, you shall. 

[A spring-gun is heard to esrplode, Att start 
in aimrm, 

Pvg. (without.) Oh I oh ! my leg, my leg ! 

Xit» Oh, my gracious ! 

Gri, Do you hear? do you hear the effect of the 
grand shock?—- the steel trap and the springp-gun com- 
bined — do you hear? 

[Kitty is running off at the back, when she 
meets Puggs. 

Pug. Oh I I've got it out ! Oh, my poor leg I You 
brute, (to Griflinhoof.) to place such murderous machi- 
nery where human people are promenading continually ! 

Kit, Hush ! (whispers Puggs.) 

Gri. Ha! ha! ha! — ^There's fluency — there's a flow 
of language^ and long dictionary words, too— strong 
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etpfeMidlli— I DDl only lUre, but I ioiproTe. nnn 
thall be a great man, K.itt/ ; nianj- my grateful pBlient 
lo-morrDtv , and [ ivill give joii a dowrj" oftweotj 
pounds. 

Hit. {lo Puggs.l TLere ! 

Gri. {to SpoE) Dorotlij sIibII be youra, and 1 pro- 
mix: iiei • porlian of tin tliuiisand. You may ladt, 
it will be mine to give — tlial jprateful and eloquent pa- 
tient (le Futtgt) has opeanl tbe ^In oftbe dIbm oF 
fartiioe to me , and of Eoorae I ebaH walk in — m; 
rricnil't child, I sball commence ibocking immediBlclj, 
aad witb more contideDce in my tiieory tban ever; and 
if ^ou approve of it {to the audienc) let me liButLc 
sneet loundi of your approbBlioa — it' yoa do not^-n- 
toBin dumb, till I cure you — sad if you will -naitm* 
again, I sliall comtnence ibocking you all, think wlat 
a lileiiing it will be for lociety I IVIembert abonttt 
make a maidcD ipeecli," and dumb wilh appreheatioai 
— people who have not a word Id >By for IbeiBielvea— 
timid loven dumb witb feat— eb ! bs 1 Iih t Then wfll 
be a harresl for me — I lee a few belore me now wko 
mould pop" it' ihey could but utter one word on iLe 
subject. Huthi come to me, aiid be ibocked. — fit 
make you apeak; I'll give you eloquouce , and llien 
you will gmtetully iofonn all your friends of tbe Ifi- 
timp/iant eirtuat ^tlieie Shocking Evrntt. 
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SHOCKING EV;eNTS. 

1. A professional ffentleman: em Herr^ der xu eimem gt' 
wiMMH Standt gwhBrij tin freier KUnathr eie. 

Z Poach and Jody (PuhscA und Judith) , der wnglUehe 
Banswurst und seine Geliebte, Bet den Lmndensr 
PoHehinelUheatem tatfden Strtueen sindeiedie HeMpt- 
penonen, wie bei^uns Rasper le, 

3. Dukirk, DUnkirehen, 

i. corpse, ausgesprochen : korps, ist LeieAnam^ corps (da* 
fran»8siscAe fVort)^ gesproehen Cher: Truppe. 

S. kittens, KatxcAen. 

fli neif^: H^ieAem^ Getoieker, 

7. firanie: RaAmen^ Geaielij R9rper. 

8. premises , (premisses) rordersHtze , dann GrundstUck^ 

Aier : bei dir isVs ricAUg im OberstUbcAen, 

9. dig, ausgraben, tie/er macAen, 

10. shrine, ScArein, Reliquieng^ss , Aier Jltar. 

11. hlonderbnss, DonnerbUeAse. 

tZ, provincial meetings , dfenilicAe Fersammlungen (mit 
GastmHlem) in der Provinz. 

13. postrate (postrated), Aingestreekt. 

14. snmmerset (somerset), Burzelbaum, Sturz, Fall. 

15. foaled, ^efohU^ f^eterinairausdruck fUr geboren, 

16. lapsis linguae, soil Iap«iM Aeissen , SpraeAunvermffgen, 

17. scholar ist nicAt allein SeAUler, sondem ein Studirter. 

18. breeched, beAos^t. 

19. cockney, SpottnamefUr Eingeborne. voH London, 
90. pugilistic, /atf«^A:^m;2/<?rtfcA. 

21. glimpse, Blick^ j4nsicAt; to catch a glimpse, ^iZcAfi'^ 

seAen, 
72. cramped, krampfkaft zusammengezogen. 
2S. trip: j4usjlug. 
34. buffalo, Bnffisl^ Juerocks. 

25. Nondescripts, die UnbescAriebenen, Namenlosen. 

26. to play at leep-frog, {Station) ein Kinderspiel. 
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37. followers: jinhUnger ^ Besuche, BekannUchqften da 

Gesinde», 
28. hobble^ f^erlegenheit (\o hobble, hinken). 
39. ganpowder-tea, ist schwarzer Perlthee. 

30. steel-trap, Stah^alle^ Mardereiten, 

31. spring-^ns, SelbstachUsse, 

32. male attine^ MttS^nheAer j4^9US. , 

33. immersioa, W^t^kefeu, - . - • i • • 1 « ^-^. 

34. masculine Yestments, mUnnliehe Kleider, 

35. mad-house, TollAaus, 

37. daddy kioiH^ , UMgbetnigt ^pinrnti .(jitudruek in 

der Kbid^ttptaeke*) 

38. £ioelMusly, apmssAnf/t^fooes, 

39. ««i|viiig><kmfe : TramcJUrmtiser* 

40. China: Poreellan, 

41. spasms : KrHmpfe, '• 
43b ooereionr^fcwng'^ 

43. dowry: HHgifL: - 

44. maiden speech , jungfrUuliche Rtd^ , di6 enU , dk 

DebUt-Rede eines Parlwk9ntamitgiMe$ «. if. 

45. pop, klatsoAen, aieh wghegth§n^ 
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